nity of so doing. That homicidal as well as suicidal poisoning are upon the increase in this country, and that greatly so beyond what our augmented powers of detection will explain, no one who is at all conversant with what is going on in the criminal courts can be unaware : and that many of such crimes might be prevented if difficulties were thrown in the way of obtaining the instrument of destruction may at least be assumed until these have been contrived and found wanting. At present, an indirect encouragement to the perpetration of crime is distinctly held out in more ways than one. The murderer having determined upon the commission of the deed, and revolved in his mind the different modes of accomplishing it, finds that poison is pre-eminently his implement. In the first place, it is procurable, however deadly be its nature, from any chemist or country huckster, without any inconvenient questions being asked, or, if asked, readily evaded. Next, it may be so easily administered to the victim without exciting his suspicion or in directing this to an innocent quarter.
Again, the symptoms its ingestion produces are so similar to, and so liable to be mistaken for, those We are, however, unconsciously wandering from our proper province, our concern being here with the first only of these inducements. And in respect to this, is it too much to suppose that if the murderer, often-times impelled by passion, or the half-wavering suicide, were compelled, by the difficulty he experienced in obtaining the venenous substance, to pause in his designs, his doing so would not frequently end in his abandoning them ? That it would sometimes, there can be no doubt, and this is sufficient to call for the creation of the impediments in question. And the most provoking circumstance about this matter is, that such could be contrived, without any detriment to society whatever in any other respect, and yet we go on year after year, no one seeming to think it worth his while to take the initiative. It seems to us that the following provisions might be easily carried out, and would prove effectual to the end proposed. 1. That no person should be allowed to deal in drugs or dispense medicines who had not given proof on examination of his acquaintance with the properties of the substances he intermeddles with. In the rural districts, a few common drugs, such as senna, salts, &c. might be cision, an abscess was observed. It was situated at the apex of the ventricle, and of a very irregular shape, being most pointed towards the apex of the heart, from the surface of which it was separated by two or three lines of healthy structure; above, it projected considerably into the cavity of the ventricle, with which it communicated by a small fissure; the interposed septum was about one line thick, and appeared to consist of thickened endocardium. The cavity of the abscess contained a bloody, purulent-looking fluid; its lining membrane was of a light red tint, and presented a granular appearance. Around the abscess the muscular tissue was darker than natural, and in the outer wall of the same ventricle were observed several fissures, containing a dark-coloured fibrinous mate-rial, and some of these, though not all, communicated with the cavity of the ventricle. The coronary arteries were much ossified." P. 107.
Mr. Stallard argues the improbability of this abscess having arisen from acute or chronic carditis, since all symptoms of this were absent, and no signs of the always accompanying endocarditis or pericarditis were found after death. The dark fibrinous matter found in the substance of the ventricle had all the appearance of coagulated blood. The presence of blood in this situation may be explained, 1, by the fluid being forced between the columnce carnece, so as slightly to rupture the endocardium. 2.
Congestion of the coronary vessels may terminate in rupture. 3. A partial rupture of the heart's muscular fibres may occur?and this the author regards as a frequent cause of angina pectoris. Blood effused from any of these causes may be slowly re-absorbed, remain for a period unchanged ; or, if in sufficient quantity to interfere with the action of the organ, the constitutional powers being at the same time feeble, it may undergo the changes so ably pointed out by Mr. Gulliver,* and become softened into a puroid fluid, which, however, resembling pus in apppearance, is easily to be distinguished from it by the aid of chemistry and the microscope. Upon the whole the volume is an excellent one, and well illustrated by numerous lithographs.
